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A BRIEF INTRODUCTION ON COGNITIVE SCIENCE

Dai Ruwei
(Al Lab, Institute of Automation, CAS, Beijing 100080)
Abstract As it is known, Cognitive Science is conceived as a basic science of intelligence in
humans, other animals, and artificial systems. From this point of view, the historical con-
text of Cognitive Science development from traditional cognition to situated cognition 1s
briefly summarized in this article. Besides, the high and new technology, such as fMRI
(functional Magnetic Resonance Imaging) technique, which provides powerful tools for re-
search on Cognitive Science, is also discussed.

On the other hand, a new field named Noetic Science which studies human thinking was
proposed by the famous Chinese scientist Qian Xuesen. And his point of view that human
thinking can be divided into 3 kinds: thinking in logic, thinking in imagery, and creative
thinking synthesizing the former two thinkings and being the source of intelligence is intro-

duced briefly.
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